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THE LOOP – 2015 

Meeting Notes by Kelia Kristi 

Thank you to the 21 women who came to the Womonwrites planning meeting held Saturday, February 

7, 2015, at East Lake Commons in Decatur, GA.  We got a lot done in an efficient and enjoyable manner 

and hope that this spring’s conference will run all the better for it!  We did not make any huge changes 

this year, so this addition of The Loop will be a lot of little bits of information.  I will highlight the topics 

so that you can more easily scan through to learn what you need to learn.  Thank you for taking the time 

to read this.  It does help when we all know what is going on! 

COORDINATOR CHANGES:  Lynn J. has stepped up to fill a vacancy in the coordinator lineup.  Thank you, 

Lynn!  So now the off-site coordinators are Madison and Kelia, pre-conference is Lynn and Gail R., and 

during the conference it’s Lynn and Woody.  Obviously, as we get older, it’s taking more and more of us 

to pull this off! 

RESPONSES TO LAST YEAR’S EVALUATION QUESTIONS 

Security:  The responses were completely positive about reducing the walking patrols to once a night, 

but were less enthusiastic about the post-it notes on the windshields.  The reason for doing this was so 

that we could all see at a glance whether the car driving through the camp was one of us or someone 

who had driven onto the land by mistake.  The problem was that the post-its kept falling off.  We will try 

putting brightly colored tape on the back of the parking tags instead.  After discussion it was decided to 

keep the walking patrols scheduled during the break in the readings. 

Sound System Apprentices:  Also overwhelmingly approved of.  A couple of responses questioned 

having the sound system tech sitting on stage with the reader, but it was decided that this was less 

distracting than someone having to go back and forth.  One woman requested having “apprenticeship 

trainings” for other workshift duties.  This spring, we will have a place where women can request 

specific training areas . 

Announcements:  Responses were 24 in favor of the idea of having only one person make 

announcements and 1 against.  We will continue to make announcements in this fashion. 

RESPONSES TO SUGGESTIONS MADE ON EVALUATIONS: 

Schedule issues:  It was suggested that town meeting be held earlier in the week when we are all less 

tired.  Since we couldn’t find another time to move it to, Town Meeting will continue to be held on 

Saturday after dinner.  One evaluation mentioned that Loud and Rowdy did not have to be out of their 

cabin as early as everyone else at the end of the conference.  This is not true.  Everyone has to be out of 

their cabins by noon.  If you want to pack up your things after closing circle instead of before, just make 

sure you are enough out of the way that the women sweeping up can get around.  And since any time 
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we schedule the conference it is going to be inconvenient for someone, we will continue to alternate 

early May one year, late May the next. 

Cabins:  Cabin designations will stay the same.  We will try to get the rangers to fix the ramps that are 

ineffective and dangerous.  Barbara Ester volunteered to investigate better mopping technology than 

the filthy rag mops the camp leaves us. Thank you! 

Readings:  Several evaluations requested an audible tone telling the reader (and the rest of us) when 

their time is up.  We decided to try this.  The readings planner will still hold up the signs denoting how 

much time is left and a chime or bell will ring when time is up.  It is then up to the reader (within 

reason) to decide how respectful they will be of this limit.  The readings planner will also sound the 

same tone if someone has failed to make a content alert when they should have.  The content alert 

description will also now include anything that is derogatory towards groups of people, especially 

gender oriented comments. 

Crafts:  Several evaluations requested that only women in attendance at the conference sell their crafts.  

Since that is already what is written in the brochure we felt we just needed to remind everyone that that 

is the policy and please respect it. 

Coffee:  Womonwrites does not supply coffee at pre-conference.  The coffee pots are available for use, 

but if you want coffee during that time, please bring it! 

OTHER DECISIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Inclusivity:  We once again had a very good discussion about the issue of who is included at 

Womonwrites.   There were several readings during fall Womonwrites that left some attendees with 

very hurt feelings.  As a result, we will amend the Content Alert description to try to avoid listeners 

being blindsided in the future.  Susan G. is working on a draft of the new Content Alert description.  We 

also want to encourage open and direct communication around this and any issues that arise at 

Womonwrites.  For years we have found that the best outcome around these kind of conflicts comes 

when attendees respectfully and openly approach each other to discuss the issue.  We know this is 

difficult and this is why the conference supplies facilitators, women who have volunteered to help 

facilitate these kind of conversations.  The more we talk with each other about these issues the closer 

we will come to healing and wholeness – whatever that ends up looking like.  Several attendees 

volunteered to lead workshops on the topic of gender inclusion to further the process of discussion and 

understanding. 

Workshops:  A request was made for workshops teaching specific writing styles and skills.  If there are 

certain types of writing that you are knowledgeable about, please consider leading a workshop.   

Treasurer:  A big thank you to Madeline for being such an organized and responsible treasurer!  DiAnna 

is going to work with Madeline to see if we can set up a way that we can pay for the conference on line 

when we register.  We probably won’t have that up and running by spring conference. 
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Registration:  Last spring we all did a great job of pre-registering!  Please try to do so again this year as it 

really helps the cook know how much food to buy.  Plus, the only way to get a hard copy of the 

anthology is to preregister! 

First Aid:  Barb Esrig stepped up to take over the first aid planner position.  She will update the first aid 

kid and make a restock list to keep inside.  It was decided at Town Meeting to have first aid supplies in 

all of the cabins, but planning meeting vetoed that as being too expensive and cumbersome.  Our first 

aid kit is just for basics.  Please bring your own first aid needs with you. 

Tea/Drinks:  Since Leaf will be leaving the conference early, we need someone to please take over 

making the ice tea and filling the water container for Saturday. 

Evaluations:  Often the comments on the evaluations are questions or concerns that could best be 

addressed directly to that person.  For this reason, starting this year we will ask women to put their 

name on their evaluation if they are comfortable doing so. 

Bequests:  It was suggested that we each keep Womonwrites in mind when making out our wills.  Let 

part of your legacy be making sure that Womonwrites can continue! 

And on a more cheerful note:  The suggestion was made that with so many of us getting married legally, 

that we have some sort of a wedding celebration.  After discussion, we decided to have a celebration of 

all of our life events.  Fri night’s late night snack will be a celebration of weddings, retirements, 

publications, etc.  We will have a place available where you can post your event of note and we will all 

celebrate our accomplishments together! 


