
Womonwrites 2014 Call to Create Workshops 

And Some Suggested Practices 

Workshop Planner: LauRose Felicity, callaurose@aol.com 

Hello Workshop Leader or Participant 

To date, Womonwrites Workshops have been successfully created and led by 

participants for over 30 years—an incredible peer teaching and learning 

achievement!  Thousands of moments of joy and humor, sorrow, self 

acceptance, righteous anger and awareness of new or previously 
unencountered realities have taken place in our workshops.  Many 

workshops have also helped writer participants renew their commitment to 

communicate their experiences, philosophies, songs, plays, spiritual rituals 

and political positions re: almost anything to others, and especially to 
lesbians.  

And you, without any further ado, can join this tribe of teacher-learners in 

leading a workshop where participants WRITE about any little thing that 
their cranky crone, elder experienced queer-lesbian-bicurious-boish selves 

take them to.  Just pick a topic and they (and you) will WRITE.  No further 

credentials other than interest and effort are needed to take this chance to 

become or return to being a Womonwrites peer teacher in a workshop this 
spring.   

It is a great tradition.  This library of workshops has been created all this 

while as most of the elders of Womonwrites were living and writing in a 
social environment that made us fair game for abuse by homophobes as we 

were absolutely without any shred of civil rights: to love, marry, create or 

keep family, to be employed, to rent or buy a home, to be unincarcerated, to 

immigrate to America, or to obtain social benefits available to all other 

persons or families. This loss of rights occurred from the first second that we 
publicly stated the words: “I am a lesbian”. Many of our younger 

womonwriters, sadly, still experience many of these obstacles.  Despite…or 

perhaps because of this struggle, Womonwrites was created and survived 

for 35 years and our workshops did the excellent work described here.  

The following notes re: Spring 2014 Womonwrites Workshops is intended to 

do nothing to take away from these powerful achievements or traditions.  It 

is hoped that these will continue to feed our growing power as writers and 
activists.  The following suggested protocols are enunciated to help us with 

our increasing knowledge and acceptance of each other’s gender orientation 

and expression, sexual preference and expression and sexual orientation. 

They arise out of statements of awareness and purpose noted in the report 
of the 2013 Womonwrites’ Planners’ Meeting.  To quote: 



We spent a long time discussing how the issue of including trans- and queer-identified 
people at Womonwrites has become so heated and divisive…this is an important issue to 
deal with, but we would like to change the tone of the discussion. 

In order to accomplish this, we would like to play to the strengths of the Womonwrites 
community: sharing from the heart, respectfully listening to each other’s stories and, of 
course, writing.  To this end, there will be several workshops offered where we can write 
about our feelings on the issue and share them just like we do in all workshops… 

There is no expectation that a decision on this issue (of queer and trans-identified folks) will 
be reached this year…What we are hoping to accomplish is the type of honest, kind, 
courageous engagement with the issue that Womonwrites so powerfully excels in.  In this 
spirit, we will write, we will share and listen, and slowly we will hopefully grow towards a 
place of greater understanding. 

These suggested protocols are meant to continue the method of “sharing 
from the heart, respectfully listening to each other’s stories and, of course, 

writing” always writing, in the Womonwrites workshop setting.  They came 

to mind so vividly when we discussed our current Womonwrites pressing 

question regarding gender.  But they apply, always, to this work that we do 
together in workshops at Womonwrites—of hearing each other into speech 

and speaking each other into new realities. 

Writing from the “I” 

We most often use this perspective in our writing and sharing at 

Womonwrites.  But especially for workshops including exploration sexual 

orientation, gender orientation and sexual preference awareness and 
expression, this seems a more helpful practice. By writing “from the I,” we 

can explore our own experience of gender orientation/expression; not that of 

others.  

How do I experience my own gender and sexual preference?  Your workshop 

coordinator, LauRose, will soon share a piece of writing originating in her 

experience of gender transgression as one effort at exploring this. You might 

want to try your hand at writing the “I” of gender as well. We could all write 
to begin to name and claim our personal gender geography at home and in 

our Womonwrites culture. 

In the past, we have had discussion forums on gender orientation and 
expression and sexual preference and the words “those people who…” have 

arisen.  None of us who have been forced into the otherness of “you people” 

can really benefit from these words.  “I” writing helps us steer clear of that 

pitfall. 

Disclaim, Disclaim 

It never hurts to tell grownups where you might be headed in a piece of 

shared writing.  This is a Womonwrites tradition.  We give this advisory 



when beginning to read work including violence, rape, incest or other topics 

which may “trigger” re-experiencing of these issues by other Womonwriters. 

So the hearer gets to pick—what to become aware of, whether to possibly 
experience reliving or not. Reading and writing is one of the most common 

consensual experiences that we can choose to engage in—or not. In our 

gender orientation and expression workshops, or others, a brief lead-in could 

be a boon as well.   

  

Give It A Go Though 

At the same time, this coordinator would like to suggest that, we, as 

Womonwriters seem to be some of the world’s best in “sharing from the 
heart and respectfully listening to each other’s stories”.  We have learned 

such incredible truths from each other, “hearing each other into speech, and 

speaking each other into change”.  This is the legacy of the feminist 

“consciousness raising movement” that we are still practicing some 40 years 
later. 

Your workshop coordinator, LauRose, was once a raging opponent of sm.  

She came from a background of stunning domestic violence and worked for 
decades to end this form of woman hatred as an activist attorney.  From 

listening to tops and bottoms earnestly, sincerely, express their commitment 

to each other to share and accept pain, LauRose grew to respect womyn she 

had disdained and run from. Likewise, a description by dear Pyramid of 

eroticizing boat chain was a definite eye opener.  Pain may still not be a turn 
on to some of us; but loving those who prefer it is also possible. 

So…giving a go to hearing someone describing stuff that you don’t want to 
do can have its benefits.  But only consensually.  The hearer can pick, and 

no one should feel amiss of others’ right to seclusion from an unwelcome 

experience. 

Conclusion 

There is none. There is only the drive to continue creating until we exist no 

longer.  And so much has been gained, explained, and changed for the 
better in doing so. So join the crones, the foremothers, the glitterati, the 

high energy femmes, the current sistahs and the bois and the band!  And DO 

A WORKSHOP!!!  We are a fabulous tribe of Amazons gathered again each 

fall and spring and we only continue as long as we each OFFER OUR 
INSPIRATION as writers…and workshop leaders. 

 


